
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
  

Scholastic Book Fair – Tonight in the Media Center from 6:00 – 8:30! 
 
Monster Mash – Tonight in the Hornung Gym from 6:30 – 8:30!  
Halloween Costumes - Please remember that our protocol for costumes is:  No blood, no gore, no masks 

that cover the face completely, and no weapons 
 

Gleaners Food Drive…Tonight will be the official kick off of the Gleaners Food Drive! You may like to get 

an early start with your donations or maybe you can help your child out by carrying in the non-perishable 
food items. Either way, the drive will continue on through the month of November! 

 
Conferences… It’s getting to be that time of the year. The official day for conferences is Monday, November 
5th. However, as a district our teachers are using a flexible schedule to have conferences with all parents. 
Some of you may have had a conference or is scheduled for another day/time other than the district 
scheduled day. Either way, the goal for us is to meet with every parent and report progress in all areas of the 
curriculum and student behavior. Teachers will facilitate the meeting in a way that you’ll understand exactly 
how your child is progressing or will explain ways to support them in areas that may need improvement.   
  
As an administrator, I send this communication (Stinging News) to update you on ways to support your child 
in different ways. There is also an expectation of our teaching staff to inform you on weekly procedures and 
ways to help your child. All teachers at Hornung Elementary send home or email a weekly newsletter that 
informs you of pertinent topics, schedules, and events that are occurring. Also, hopefully through your 
conference or by way of previous contacts (Curriculum Nights), we are all on the same page regarding 
classroom practices. Lastly, children in elementary school are usually involved with daily reading and writers 
workshops. Other subjects taught are math, science, social studies, and health. And…LEXIA and Achieve 3000 
are technology based programs to support your child in literacy. Please go into the conference with the 
thoughts of listening first and then having that dialogue that’s productive.  The following article gives you 
even more focus and purpose to your conference 

 
“Ask four questions at your Parent-Teacher Conference” 
A wise person once said, “If you don’t know where you’re going, any road will take you there.” Your Parent-Teacher 
Conference can show you where the teacher wants to take you this year – and how he/she plans to get there. As you 
prepare for your conference, here are four questions you should ask your child’s teacher: 

1. What skills will my child be expected to master this year?  
If you know that they are expected to know multiplication tables by the end of the year, you’ll be prepared to 
help them. If fourth graders do a big project on ancient Egypt, you’ll be prepared. 

2. How will you evaluate my child’s progress? Schools use testing in different ways. Kids who don’t do well on 
some assessments (NWEA) could qualify for academic support or enrichment (WIN “What I Need” program). 
Other tests could decide who gets into these programs. 

3. What can I do to help?  
As a parent, you have a critical role to play in helping your child. Ask the teacher how much time your child 
should expect to spend on homework. Ask if there are other ways you can support learning at home.  

4. What is the best way for us to communicate with each other?  
You’re still the best expert on your child. You’ll know the day they are sad because their goldfish died or the day 
they struggled to do their math homework. The more that you can share those things with the teacher, the 
better your child’s year will be. 

Source:  2008, The Parent Institute 

 
For more Hornung news click on link for Stinging News.   https://www.smore.com/6cskp 
 

Sincerely, Jack Yates 
Hornung Elementary Principal 
yatesj@brightonk12.com 8102994451 
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